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ACTION EB-07 
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CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 USIA-06 SAM-01 
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R 222003Z OCT 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2851 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LA PAZ 8510 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, BL 

SUB J : REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON MINERAL EXPLORATION FUNDING 
REF: STATE 240300 

1 . MINISTER OF PLANNING, GEN JUAN LECHIN, IN INFORMAL CON- 
VERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR STEDMAN SAID THAT IN MEETINGS IN 
WASHINGTON HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT USG COULD HELP BOLIVIA WITH 
MINERALS EXPLORATION. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING IN 
WHAT WAY USG MIGHT HELP GOB IN AREA OF MINERAL EXPLORATION. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES LECHIN MAY BE REFERRING TO CONVERSATION 
WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY KATZ REPORTED IN REFTEL. PARA 8 

OF REFTEL CONTAINS REFERENCE TO ROLE OF MULTILATERAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN EXPLORATION AND OF IRB IN MINERAL PRODUCTION 
BY PRIVATE SECTOR. 

3. IN ANY CASE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING MORE SPECIFIC 
INFORMATION ON MINERAL EXPLORATION ASSISTANCE FROM MULTILATERAL 
SOURCES KEEPING IN MIND THAT MINISTRY OF MINES TURNED DOWN 
OFFER TO USE UN REVOLVING FUND FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION 
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BECAUSE IT CONSIDERS THE TERMS EXTREMELY HARD. 
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